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Our eighth issue features asemic poetry only 

and is dedicated to 
the memory of Michelle Greenblatt, 
an author of unlikely stories. 



“Asemic writing—^by which I mean writing that is shifted intentionally 
towards the unreadable, towards image, without discarding entirely all 
vestiges of either the letter or the line, and without assuming the 
alternative status of visual art—is a hybrid writing, a writing not meant 
for a reading mingled with an imaging not meant for looking. It is a 
useless, mutant writing, its uselessness a mutagen for the writer.” 

- Jim Leftwich, “Useless Writing” (2001) 


“Asemic writing, to me, is an abstract writing style which utilizes non¬ 
verbal lines, colors, sub-letteral forms, textures, and symbols of 
enigmatic origins. Writing is a focused way to get a point across; asemic 
writing is a non-specific universe of points with an acknowledgement of 
the unknown—the mystery—the openness.” 

- Michael Jacobson, “Talking about Asemic Writing” (2015) 
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Alexander Limarev is a freelance artist, mail art artist, poet, and curator from Russia. He has 
participated in more than 400 international projects and exhibitions. His artworks are part of 
private and museum collections of 58 countries. His artworks as well as poetry have been 
featured in various online publications, including Time for a Vispo, Expoesia Visual 
Experimental, The New Post-Literate, BAA.BE.L, Nothing and Insight, EOEEOE, Spontaneous 
Combustion Language/Image Lab, Poezine, DEGU A Journal of Signs, exixtere, jfoOom, The 
White Raven, UndergroundBooks.ors , 00666, Boek861, Tip of the Knife, Bukowski on Wry, 
Kiosko (libera, skeptika, transkultura), Microlit, Metazen, Blackbird, Zoomoozophone Review, 
MSS, Iconic Lit, SimulacroS, etc. 

Amanda Reeves is a lifelong Californian and daughter of a silversmith jewelry maker and a 
linoleum block-print maker; she has never had a shortage of artistic influence. Self-taught in 
various mediums like pen and ink, stained glass, fiber arts, pastels, assemblage, and linoleum 
block-printing. She is currently involved with the Magoski Arts Colony in Fullerton, CA, where 
she occasionally shows her work. While she often works with other artists to create group-shows 
with a unifying theme, her “MorseHaiku” print made with fellow Colony artist Ricardo 
Gonsalves is her first collaboration. 

Asgrimur Porhallsson (b. 1984) is a visual poet and artist from Iceland. 

billy bob beamer continues making computer drawings/asemic writings for jim leftwich’s 
pansemic playhouses at https://www.flickr.com/photos/textimagepoetrv/collections and dritings, 
“word dust,” in graphite and pigment at http://www.thenevicaproiect.com/billv-bob-beamer-1 . 

Cecelia Chapman is an artist working in video, text, and mixed media. Her website is 
ceceliachapman.com . She has produced two short asemic videos as well as several print and 
original series, and she collaborates with Jeff Crouch on asemic mail projects. 

Cristiano Caggiula lives in Rome. He is the co-founder (with F. Aprile) of Utsanga, a journal of 
languages and research (www.utsanga.it) , and Unconventional Press. He joined the group 
Contrabbando Poetico in 2011. In 2015 he wrote a little poem, Hekate Atto 11, published by 
Unconventional Press. 

Denis Smith is a long-time practitioner of experimental writing living in Melbourne, Australia. 

Dona Mayoora is a bilingual poet and artist residing in Connecticut, USA. 

Edward Kulemin was born in Yaroslavl, Russia in 1960 and graduated from the Moscow Power 
Engineering Institute in 1984. He is an artist, poet, author of many art-projects; an inspirator and 
organizer of various communication creative societies (KEPNOS, Group of Unknown Artists, 
Smolensk School of Apologists, etc.); a participant of some poetic actions, exhibitions, and 
seminars; and author of the books It seems to have begun (1994), Odnohujstvenny Ulysses 
(1995), By the artificial way (1998), Multimatum (2002), and Lowdown (2012). 







Ethan T. Parcell is a musician and artist bom and raised in Geneva, IL, currently based out of 
Chieago, IL. His eompositions have been performed by Boston Musiea Viva, Ludovico 
Ensemble, the Boston Conservatory Composer’s Orchestra under Eric Hewitt, and various 
others. He is an active improviser, eomposer, and performer, appearing on over a dozen 
recordings as a percussionist, clarinetist, guitarist, and singer, as well as co-curating and 
organizing the record label Lungbasket Recordings. His visual art is mostly in the field of 
asemic/illegible handwriting, often concerned with repetition or problems of representation, and 
has been exhibited in the US and Malta. 

Fabio Lapiana (b. 1971, Roma) is an Italian experimental poet and visual artist. Since 2000, 
with the poet Laura Cingolani, he has developed “Esse Zeta Atona,” a project of sound poetry 
based on performance and improvisation. In his work he makes a large use of (digital) collage 
and has recently begun using scotch tape to realize images and asemic writings. Some of his 
works have been published on the sites gammm.org , eexxiitt.blogspot.it , and 
slowforward.wordpress.com , and in some Italian underground-countercultural magazines such as 
Torazine and Catastrophe. 

Federico Federici lives in the Apennines. He translated the first posthumous work of Russian 
poet Nika Turbina. In 2009 he was awarded the Lorenzo Montano Prize for his collection 
L ’opera racchiusa. His latest work is Appunti dal passo del lupo, in the book series eurated by 
Eugenio De Signoribus. 

Francesco Aprile (b. 1985, Lecce, Italy): Ereelance journalist, poet, visual poet, critic (literary, 
eontemporary languages), and essayist. In 2010 he became a member of the literary movement 
called “New Page - Narrativa” in a store founded in 2009 by Erancesco Saverio Dodaro and for 
whieh he published 35 brief novels and 6 poetry books - in store, he worked as a press agent and 
secretary, editing exhibition and critical works of the authors belonging to this movement. Since 
Mareh 2013 the cure of this movement has been at two voiees: F. S. Dodaro and F. Aprile. In 
April 2011 he founded the artistic research group Contrabbando Poetico, scribing the first 
manifesto. He has founded in 2014, with Cristiano Caggiula, the experimental magazine Utsanga 
(www.utsanga.it) . Last publications: Dietro le stagioni (iQdB Ed., 2015, with text by Cristiano 
Caggiula) and Exegesis of a renunciation (Uitgeverij, 2014, with texts by Bartolome Ferrando 
and Cristiano Caggiula). 

Giuseppe Andrea Liberti is still trying to take himself seriously, but he can’t. Beyond that, he 
lives in S. Giorgio a Cremano (Naples, Italy). Some of his asemic works have appeared at The 
New Post-Literate and 5089.ors . 

Jack Galmitz was born in 1951 in NYC. Bom into a war of terror, he still lives in one. 
However, he learned to ehannel his full range of feelings into the arts, particularly literary and 
visual arts. His visual and poetic arts regularly appear in Otoliths, an online journal. He has 
recently discovered asemie art, an art that eombines writing and visual presentation without any 
literal meaning. He stayed with practicing this art because he had already drawn the conclusion 
that language and visual arts, if trae to their nature, had no particular semantic content, and so 
asemic art was a perfect form for him. 







Jerry Dreesen is a haiku poet and painter. He is a self-taught artist who loves to challenge 
himself in a variety of media and styles, including acrylic, watercolor, pastel, and linocut 
printing. He also experiments with clay sculpture. He has exhibited his art in various local art 
shows and exhibitions and has sold work throughout the United States, Canada, Great Britain, 
Europe, and Japan. He accepts commissions. Jerry writes haiku, tanka, haibun, and other short- 
form Japanese poetry online and in paper journals. He is a past haiga editor for Simply Haiku. 
Jerry has self-published a haiku chapbook. Forgotten Promises, which is available from the 
author. 

Jim Leftwich is a poet and networker who lives in Roanoke, VA. He is the author of Doubt, 
Spirit Writing, Death Text, and Six Months Aint No Sentence. Collaborative works include Sound 
Dirt with John M. Bennett, Book of Numbers with Marton Koppany, and Acts with John Crouse. 
Since 2010 he has been editor and publisher of the micro-micropress TLPress, specializing in 
tacky little pamphlets, broadsides, PDF ebooks, and related ephemera. 

A dilapidated billboard covered in graffiti is where Jim Wittenberg receives new inspiration for 
his asemic poetry. Jim hopes the sign doesn’t completely collapse. 

John M. Bennett (b. 1942, Chicago) is an American experimental text, sound, and visual poet. 
As well as steadily producing and distributing his own work, Bennett, through “Luna Bisonte 
Prods,” a small press founded in 1974, has published thousands of limited edition items by 
writers who compose visual poetry, word art, and other experimental fiction/art/poetry. Bennett’s 
papers and published works, as well as the results of his own publishing activities (including 30 
years of Lost & Found Times magazine), are collected in several major institutions, including 
Washington University in St. Louis, SUNY Buffalo, The Ohio State University and The Museum 
of Modern Art. Bennett has won the attention of critic Richard Kostelanetz and other 
commentators on the avant-garde. Bermett himself is the curator of the “Avant Writing 
Collection,” “The William S. Burroughs Collection,” and “The Cervantes Collection” at the 
Ohio State University Libraries. More information about Bermett’s career, publishing activities, 
and artistic endeavors can be found at his website . 

Kerry Mitchell’s training is in aerospace engineering and he learned art from his artist father. 
Consequently, Kerry’s work is composed primarily of computer-generated, mathematically- 
inspired, abstract images. He draws from the areas of geometry, fractals, and numerical analysis, 
and combines them with image-processing technology. The resulting images powerfully reflect 
the beauty of mathematics that is often obscured by dry formulae and analyses. An overriding 
theme that encompasses all of Kerry’s work is the wondrous beauty and complexity that flows 
from a few relatively simple rules. Inherent in this process are feedback and connectivity; these 
are the elements that generate the patterns. They also demonstrate to Kerry that mathematics is, 
in many cases, a metaphor for the beauty and complexity in life. This is what he tries to capture. 

Lin Tarczynski feels she owes a long-standing debt to abstract art, Dada, Oulipo, psychedelic 
art, commercial graphic art, and comic books. She is the creator of the abstract comic Geranium 
Lake Properties, an experiment in asemic writing and visual poetry, currently published online 
three times a week. 



Marco Giovenale (b. 1969) lives and works in Rome. He’s editor of gammm.org and 
SCRIPTir.nl . He’s author of books and ebooks of linear poetry, asemie stuff, photography, and 
experimental prose pieces. Four e-artbooks (as dijferx) are at http://vuggbooks.randomflux.info . 
Paper books of asemie works: Sibille asemantiche (La camera verde, 2008), This Is Visual 
Poetry / by Marco Giovenale (ed. by Dan Waber, 2011), Asemie Sibyls (Red Fox Press . 2013), 
and Syn sybilles (La camera verde, 2013). Works in anthologies: Anthology Spidertangle 
(Xexoxiak 2009), The Last Vispo Anthology (Fantagraphics . 2012), and An Anthology of Asemie 
Handwriting (Uitgeverii . 2013). The sibyl 161329 is in the vispo anthology The New Concrete: 
Visual Poetry in the 21st Century (ed. by Victoria Bean and Chris McCabe; Hayward Publishing, 
2015). In 2011 he took part in the Bury Text Festival (Manchester); see 
http://otherroom.org/2011/05/22/marco-giovenale-some-texts . His blog is 

http://slowforward.wordpress.com . Many asemie pieces are at http://differx.tumblr.com . 

Maria West is an artist from Turku, Finland, mainly focusing on text, collage, assemblage, 
moving image and sound. Regardless of the medium, she sees her work as a whole, connected 
totality, the purpose of which is to manifest and execute her true will through a process of 
magical, semi-abstract association. Additional info and work portfolio can be found on her 
website at http://mariawest.tumblr.com . Her piece presented in this issue is an asemie, automatic 
poem written in a half-dream state. The title “1 create as 1 speak” comes from the familiar 
magical phrase Abracadabra. 

Mark Young is the editor of Otoliths and lives in a small town in North Queensland in 
Australia. His work is included in The Last Vispo Anthology, a collection of visual poetry. 
Arachnid Nebula, was published last year by Luna Bisonte Prods; and more recent visual work 
has appeared or is to appear in O^with, Tip of the Knife, M58, The New Post-Literate, h&. After 
the Pause, Sonic Boom, and Word for / Word. 

Mauro Cesari [A.K.A el pajaro mixto] is an Argentinean poet. His poems, visual artifacts, and 
machine modules have appeared in exhibitions, fanzines, and limited print editions in Latin 
America, the US, and Europe. He published the entrerrianito (Alcion, 2009), Prosthesis for 
Ghosts (avantacular press, 2010), The Phoneme Mut (Spiral Jetty, 2011), The Oregano of Species 
(Alcion, 2011), and An Afternoon in Ganglium City (Vox, 2014). Along with Lorenzo Garcia 
Vega, he wrote the experimental serial La nieta del Procer (2012). His works have appeared in 
anthologies like Escrituras Objeto (Interzona) and An Anthology of Asemie Handwriting 
(Uitgeverij), among others. His blog is http://cabezadeliebre.blogspot.com.ar . 

Michael Jacobson is a writer and artist from Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA. His books include 
The Giant’s Fence . Action Figures . Mynd Eraser , and The Paranoia Machine ', he is also co¬ 
editor of An Anthology of Asemie Handwriting (Uitgeverij). Besides writing books, he curates a 
gallery for asemie writing called The New Post-Literate and sits on the editorial board of 
SCRIPTir.nl . Recently, he was published in The Last Vispo Anthology (Fantagraphics) and had 
work in the Minnesota Center for Book Arts exhibit Directed . In 2013 he was interviewed by 
SampleKanon and Asymptote Journal . Currently, he has created cover art for Rain Taxi ’s 
2014/2015 winter issue, and curated an exhibition of asemie writing in Malta . In his spare time, 
he is working on designing a cyberspace planet dubbed THAT . 





























Bom in 1956, Michel Audouard lives and works in the south of France near Montpellier; he 
was inspired at first by “f Abstraction lyrique.” He experiences things between chance and 
necessity with Indian ink, drawings, photography, assembling iron, and pieces of strings. He 
feels like he is writing a novel and just still creating the letters of his words. To quote Henri 
Michaux: “The dark is my crystal ball, from the dark only I see life emerging.” 

Miriam Midley is not only a painter and textile artist but also a visual poet who graduated from 
Prilidiano Pueyrredon Fine Arts School. Her focus is upon a textile metaphor that involves both 
language and calligraphy without any semantic meaning - asemic writing. Her artwork has been 
selected to be displayed at several arts centers and exhibitions and has been awarded prizes and 
honors. She lives and works in Buenos Aires. 

Mjamj Snjirc lives and works in a small village in the south-west of Hungary. 

Nathan Stapleton is an American outsider filmmaker and artist who was born in Dayton, Ohio. 
His work is the result of meditations on chaos, isolation, duality, sexuality, his personal life and 
people close to him, streams of consciousness, free association, catharsis, and personal 
reinvention. He lives in Olympia, WA. For custom pieces, projects, collaboration, booking, or 
anything else, contact him at his website: http://stapletonnate91 .wix.com/nathanstapleton . 

Nicholas Zhu is an audiovisual artist who lives in Portland, OR. He is often found in 
administrative positions of Facebook pages and groups and is a co-founder of the soon-to-be- 
released Museum of Virtual Art. 

Nico Vassilakis is Vispo Editor for Coldfront Magazine. 

Niranjan Navalgund is a chess lover and writes in his leisure. He also experiments with 
Japanese forms of poetry. He is fond of cute creatures, especially the panda. 

Patrick Collier is a writer and artist who lives in mral Oregon. He has been making asemic art 
for 25 years. Patrick is an active member of asemic and visual poetry groups on social media, but 
otherwise keeps a pretty low profile. 

Ricardo E. Gonsalves has been involved with concrete poetry and visual text for some time. His 
poems have appeared at the 6^*^ Biennial of Visual and Experimental Poetry in Mexico , and in 
magazines such as Left Curve, TWA (Toward Revolutionary Art), and NoMoPoMo. 

Robert Swereda is the author of How to design a hail storm (Another new calligraphy). 
Signature Move (Knives Porks and Spoons), and re: verbs (BareBack Editions), as well as four 
chapbooks: bloom circuits. Capture, chicken scratch, and ionlylikeitwhenitrhymes. His writing 
appears in Canadian and international literary journals. 




Having explored the pleasures of executing asemic calligraphy for several years, Rosaire Appel 
is now interested in different ways it can be used. At what point does a graphic configuration 
cross the line between writing and drawing/language and image? Perhaps it has less to do with 
the graphic itself than the space or territory it resides in. Rosaire’s website is 
www.rosaireappel.com . 

Ruth E. Rollason is a graphic designer currently embarking on a Master’s degree in Fine Art at 
the University of Creative Arts, Canterbury, England. Her practice is exploring asemic writing 
and mark-making in whatever form that takes, be it drawing, painting, installations, or shape¬ 
making. 

Shloka Shankar is a freelance writer from India. She loves experimenting with all forms of the 
written word, and has found her niche in Japanese short-forms such as haiku, senryu, haibun, and 
found/remixed poetry alike. Her work has most recently appeared/is forthcoming in Sein und 
Werden, the other bunny. Poetry WTF?!, Window Cat Press, After the Pause, and so on. She is 
also the founding editor of the literary and arts journal. Sonic Boom. 

Stephen Nelson is the author of Lunar Poems for New Religions (KFS Press) and Thom Corners 
(erbacce-press). He has been published in The Sunday Times and featured in The Last Vispo 
Anthology. Recent work has appeared in Otoliths, BlazeVox Journal, and Big Bridge. A book of 
visual poetry is due out from Xexoxial Editions. He blogs vispo at www.afterlights- 
vispo.tumblr.com . 

Tommasina Bianca Squadrito works, through her Officina Patosq, to a calligraphy without 
writing in installations, performance, and asemic writing. She has devoted different works and 
interventions to the philosopher Maria Zambrano in national and international congresses. She 
thanks the lines and the memory. Her website is www.officinapatosq.blogspot.it . 

Vincent DeVeau is a New Yorker currently living in Dublin. He has been working, on and off, 
in asemic writing, ambiguous alphabets, etc., since 1975 or so. His website is 
http://vincentdeveau.com . 
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